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Nor is this movement limited to the Catholics of France. 
Protestants and Jews, too, have contributed their share 
through the establishments of monasteries, hostels and 
other organizational efforts. This is the reply to Com- 
munist inroads in France. It is a threefold effort toward 
remaking Christians of one’s brethren, the practice of 
Christianity as a communal affair, and the making of 
Christianity one. 


To many of us a report of this nature may sound abso- 
Jutely incredible and appear to be somewhat revolutionary 
in character. What attempts have been taken in this 
ountry along these lines have been very limited and are 
scarcely publicized. If any fault is to be found with the 
book it is in the author’s enthusiasm which knows very 
little restraint. Perhaps she has overestimated the signifi- 
ance of her observations. But it does not detract from 
er endeavor which merits the attention of everyone 
interested in the furtherance of Catholic Action. 
Francis J. Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 
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Simon and 


e place is a South Carolina estate. The time is a year 
lor so after the close of War II. Hallam Clay, the nar- 
ator, former intelligence officer who in his army 
rvice dealt with collaborationists in various parts of 
urope. The foster-son of the estate owners, he has left 


Is a 


oming 


is law office to discuss the probability of his bec 
» special legal assistant to Henry Sturdevant who is a key 


gure in the United Nations and will 


ext president of the United States. 


very likely be the 


Dnce back in the old house which had been his boyhood 
Cedile 
Sturdevant who has never accepted the report of her 
he’er-do-well son’s death in action as final seems more 
istraught than before. Henry Sturdevant whose long- 
ime goal has been the White House refuses his party’s 
omination. Barclay Sturdevant’s widow, Carmel, with 
yhom the narrator had once fancied himself in love, is 
warreling openly with the ex-airforce pilot and present 
hauffeur-pilot who flies her father-in-law’s private plane. 
e guest of honor at dinner that night is a former Dutch 
laborationist known to Hallam from sur 
md suspected by him now of some connection with the 
nexplained fear that seems to choke the household. 
Imost immediately, the accidents occur, and shortly 
hereafter the first death is announced. 


e story has good atmosphere. The characters 
lievable and distinct. The plot is ably articulated. 
lowever, neither reader nor narrator picks up any clues 
ich serve to identify the killer. It is to Army Intelli- 
Ince and FBI to whom Hallam turns for evidence as 
ether Barclay Sturdevant was the traitor broadcaster 
bring the war and is now a murderer in his native land. 
badable and entertaining, but not too strong in denoue- 
nt. 


ome, he finds the atmosphere tense and charged. 


render days, 


are 


to 


Helen a Butler 
Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Kane, Henry. Armchair in Hell. 
ter. Jan. 9, 1948. 249p. $2.00. 


It would be difficult to think of a more appropriate place 
for this armchair to be. Violently brutal, needlessly pro- 
fane and vulgar, impossibly alcoholic, the story seems 
restlessly to probe and search for new and smuttier words 
with which to shock and excite the reader. 


Simon and Schus- 


Undoubtedly there are men and women whose normal 
channels of communication are so fouled up with smut. 
But it does not make for realism and conviction in this 
story of a “private richard” to have only that characteristic 
duplicated, while the rest of the case history is tossed 
away. The result is that the reader is never for a minute 
fooled into thinking he has come upon a great, raw, grip- 
ping and human document. He only wants to get out of 
sight and hearing of people who can not express them- 
selves without blasphemy, obscenity and brutal detail 
coloring their speech. 

In case anybody cares—the story is about an honest gamb- 
ling house owner who comes back from a business trip to 
find a dead nude in his bed. Hastily calling for his 
friend, a private detective (whom he slaps and showers 
back to sobriety), the h.g.h.o. returns to his apartment to 
find two more corpses, two men who had been associated 
with him on that business trip. Almost immediately, 
underworld characters swarm; a beautiful taxi dancer is 
shot; the detective is beaten; and the underworld boss 
shoots the dishonest brother of the honest gambling house 
owner. Then the detective tells his employer-friend how 
he identified the first killer and induced him to get shot 
by the second killer. And how the nude had been parked 
in a kitchen refrigerator before she was deposited on his 
bed. Little details like rigor mortis apparently bothered 


the corpse no more than did the author. 


Helen & Butler 
Marywood Colleg 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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